The First StcP

One thing that anyone who takes a sincere look at the Bible will
discoveris that (God is not a (God of formulas or rcligiositg, of stugg theories

and meaningless rituals.

[Heisa (God of rc/at/bnS/l/Ps. The sin that marked Adam and [ ve
for death was disobedience, yes, but the grave result of that sin was the weclge

driven between them and the God who loved and created them.
Adam and Eve suffered. And God grievecl.

Bg our outriglﬁt disobedience or }39 our disinterest in the (God who

made us, we humans have carried on that pattern to the present time.

Even before those earlﬁ clags of creation, God knew the world would

need a Savior, a rc]ationship~rcstorcr. Jesus, (God’s Son, was [is choice.

The Pchect choice.

T he Bible makes it clear that (God loves us and wants to erjoy arich
and mcaninggul re!ationslﬂip with us—for our benefit and [is glorg. Putit also
makes it clear that the wcdgc of our selﬁslﬂncss, our indigcrcnce, our
dishonestg, and our moral failures creates a seParation that no’ching inour

power can bridge.

Jcsus is the onlg One who has never c{isappointéd God the [Tather.

[He alone is sinless, and that makes [Him the ideal connector.

By living a sinless life and then dging on the cross for us, Jesus bore
the Price our sins charged to our account. 53 rising from the dead, e
conquerec} the fear of death and its power over us. He offered to erase our
debt and make Possible the intimate Father/c}wi]d relationship our hearts crave.
And thcg do crave the connection. We understand that truth when we allow
ourselves to grow quict enough to listen to the silent cry dcep within us. (God
made us that way—to hungcrlcor [im.

]n our Hear’cbeat broadcasts and Printed materials, Hou’ve seen
hoPe~giviﬂg thoughts, lhce~a1c1cirming ideas, and Practical helP drawn from God’s
Word.

"/f you confess
with your mouth
that_Jesus is

[ ord and believe
in your heart that
(God raised [im

from the dcad,
you will be saved”.

—-K omans [10:9




But God’s Promises and [is graces are reserved for those who
accePt, acknowledge, and embrace the ghc’c He offered us through His Son, a
ghc’c that includes unshakable inner peace, power to live meaningmcuny and Fu“ﬂ

and wiselyJ and a secure future in heaven after death.

Connecting with (God the Fathcr through Jesus Christ His Son is
the first step. Thc starting Point‘

T hat connection is made tlﬁrouglﬂ a heartfelt commitment to [im and
admitting our need to have our sins Forgivcn. After we make a decision to follow

Jesus, then real life }Degins.

“HHe who has the Son has eternal Iifc,” the PBible tells us. “And he
who has not the Son, has not life? (| John5:12).

The book of Komans in the Bible notes how we can take that first
step. «|f you confess with your mouth that lesus is | ord and believe in your
heart that C—;od raised Him from the dcad, you will be saved” (Romans i 0:9).

Ta”(ing to (God to make that connection and accept the ghct of [His
Son, the gif:t of Forgivenessj the gif:t of eternal life can sound as simple as this:

[ather (God. | know [ need You. | know [ve sinned against You./ accept
the [org/ven@ss You’ve offered me t/ﬂ‘ougﬁ Yourﬁon, JCSUS. T/Jané
You fora//ow/ng Jesus to bear the /Dcna/tﬂ for my sins and make it
/:)055/[7/6 for me to know You. [want to live for You. /\//ﬂ lite is Yours.

]F}joujus’c now Prageci that prayer or used your own words to commit
your life to the Lorc], Plcase let us know. We want to cheer you on, to suPPort
you in your decision to follow Jesus. And we'd aPPreciate the oPPortunity to
send you additional, Bible-centered materials to guicle you througl‘w the carlg
days oFgour relationsl—rip with the | ord.

We're rcjoicing with 9oul

www.heartbeatomcthehome.org




